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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . In response to Amendments filed on Septmebr-27-2006, and December 1 8, 2006, 
claim 2 has been cancelled, therefore, claims 1, 3-6 are presently pending in the 
application. 

2. Applicant's amendments has overcome the previous claim objections, 
specification objection, and rejections under 35 USC 101, and 1 12, second paragraph. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1, 3-6 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1, line 6, recite "for bestowing" which is intended use, never actually takes 
place, therefore renders any recitation claimed after not be given patentable weight. 
Claims should be amended to recite more direct and positive language such as "to", 
"which", "that", or "conditions bestowing". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 1, line 3, recite the optional inputting a document "OR" a numerical 
expression, which suggest that either option can be selected. Thus, if option A is selected, 
then, option B never has to take place. Making any recitation later appearing in the claims 
being of improper dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a 
previous claim. The Applicant appears to interchangeably use the inputted "document" 
and the "numerical expression" in which case the "OR" should be change to "AND". 
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For example, line 16, should recite "the inputted document or numerical expression" 
instead of simply stating "from the document after". Similarly, line 20 carries the same 
language. Correction is required. Dependent claims 3-6 carry the same deficiency. 

Claim 1 simply recite "document" while claim 4 recite "any document" is this a di 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the alignment" in line 15. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 4, line 20, recite "it" which is vague and indefinite for failure to point what 
is actually being claimed. It's not clear to the Examiner what is being referenced by the 
"it". Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

7. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hashimoto et 
ah (U.S. Patent No. 6,523,025 Bl). 

As to claim 1 , Hashimoto et al. teaches a numerical information retrieving device 
for retrieving numerical information in a natural language, comprising: 

input means for inputting a document to be retrieved or a numerical expression to 
be retrieved (See Figure 24); 

an attribute information dictionary which stores therein attribute names indicative 
of attributes, and conditions for bestowing the attributes (See column 4, lines 59-67); 

attribute bestowal means for bestowing an attribute on the inputted document or 
numerical expression by referring to said attribute information dictionary (See column 5, 
lines 6-20); 

a conversion information dictionary which stores attribute names indicative of 
attributes, non-converted character strings, and converted character strings therein (See 
column 5, lines 10-16, and see column 9, lines 11-13); 

numerical conversion means for converting a numerical value of a part of the 
document or numerical expression as is endowed with the attribute, from a non-converted 
character string into a converted character string by referring to the conversion 
information dictionary, to convert the numerical value of the part endowed with the 



Application/Control Number: 10/722,567 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2165 

attribute into said numerical information in a natural language (See column 14, lines 26- 
29); 

extraction means for extracting a specific attribute part as a retrieval keyword 
from the document after the attribute bestowal conversion (See column 6, lines 26-38); 

i 

a document database which stores document data therein (See column 5, lines 31- 
35); and 

document storage and retrieval means for storing the document after the attribute 
bestowal conversion, the inputted original document, and the extracted retrieval keyword 
in said document database (See column 4, lines 21-29). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 3-6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, and 3-6 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. For list of Cited references see PTO-Form 892. 
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1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4074. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Neveen Abel-Jalil 
March 3, 2007 



